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Grade VI

Lesson 8 : The Bear Story

U Supplementary 1

E Soul of the Chapter j

The Lady Found a Friendly Bear Cub

Many years ago, in an old manor-house on the border of a big forest, lived a lady, who
once found a bear cub half dead of hunger. The cub was so small and helpless that the lady
brought him home with the help of her old cook. The bear had now grown big and strong. He
could easily slay a big cow if he ever wanted t o do so. However, the bear did not even have the
intention of harming any one, neit her animal nor human.

The bear had grown up to become t he most friendly bear. He would good- humour edly
see the cattle graze inthe field. He shared a good relation with the three horses that lived in
the stable. Children loved toride his back and many a times were f ound asleep in his kennel
between his two paws. The dogs, too, loved to play all sorts of games with him.

What did the Bear Eat?

This bear had never tasted meat. He at e the same food as t he dogs, bread, porridge,
pot at 0, cabbage and t ur nip. Bear are usually veget arians, if they get a chance. They have,
however, a special liking for fruits. This bear would spend his aut umn looking at the ripening
apples inthe orchard and be tempted to eat them.

Unable toresist histemptation f or apples, in his young days t he bear would climb the tree
t o have a handf ul of apples. Bears are clumsy and slow in t heir movements. Climbing atree is
dif ficult for them. However, if the reward for climbing atree is an apple they would put up
their best show. Nevertheless, the bear realised that it was against the lawto climb atree. So,
he satisfied himself by always being on a look out for apples that fell onthe ground.
The Bear was put on Chains

Once, while climbing the tree, t he bear had encount ered t he bee hives and had been hurt.
As a punishment, he was put on chain for 2days with a bleeding nose. The bear was hardly put on
chain, except duringthe night and on Sundays. On Sundays, his mistress went to spend the

af t ernoon wit h her married sister. He was put on chain for his own safety. |t was not good to
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wander inthe forest with all itstemptations. The bear was also not a good sailor and once he
his mistress reached the shore with a great difficulty.
The Lady Scolds the Bear and Hit with Parasol
One Sundays, when the lady left to meet her sister, half way through the forest she heard

the cracking of atree branch. On looking back, she saw the bear coming t owards her in f ull
speed. She was t aken aback and horrified. But, then, she got angry with the bear and started
scolding her. She was really angry because the bear had disobeyed her and she had no time to
t ake him back, nor could she have t aken him with her self.

| n her most sever e voice, the lady ordered the bear to go back. She became angrier when
she saw that the bear was not wearing his new collar. When the bear continued t o disobey and
sniff her, the lady hit him with her umbrella. She hit him so hard that the umbrella broke into
two. The bear stopped for afew more minutes and then went back the way he had come from.
The Cook tells the Truth

I nthe evening when the lady ret urned, she saw t he bear sitting in his usual place. The lady
was still angry. The lady began t o scold him and said that he would be kept chained for the next
2 days. At that point the old cook came out from the kitchen and told the lady that the bear
had behaved in a most praiseworthy way. He sat in his chains the entire day and kept waiting

for his mistresstoreturn.

NCERT Folder ] [ Check j

1. Where did the lady find the bear cub? How did she bring it up?
The lady found the bear inthe forest in a half dead state because of hunger. The
lady brought him up wit h love and af f ections as her pet.
2. The bear grew up but "he was a most amiable bear”. Give three examples to prove
this.
The bear was a very friendly bear.
(i) He was so big and strong that he could have easily slain a cow. But, he did not
desire to do so.
(i) He looked in a friendly manner at the cattle grazing on the fields.
(iii) ~ He would play wit h dogs and children, alike. Sometimes t hey would sleep

peacef ully near his paws.
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3. What did the bear eat? There were two things he was not allowed to do. What
were they?

The bear ate the same food as the dogs at e and usually from the same plate as
them. He at e bread, porridge, pot at o, cabbage and t ur nip.

He specially relished apples. He was not allowed t o climb up the trees and roam ar ound
freely on Sundays.
4. When was the bear tied up with a chain? Why?

The bear was tied up with a chain when inthe process of climbing the tree he was
hurt by the bees inthe bee hive. As a punishment , the bear was kept in chains for 2
days.

5. What happened one Sunday when the lady was going to her sister’s house? What did
the lady do? What was the bear’s reaction?

One Sunday when the lady was going to her sister’s house and was half way t hr ough

the forest, she saw the bear rushing t owards her in full speed.
The lady was f urious on seeing t he bear as she thought that the bear had disobeyed her.
She, theref ore, scolded the bear and asked him t o go back home.
She also hit him with her umbrella. The bear stayed there for afew minutes, but then he
went back the same way he came.

6. Why was the bear looking sorry for himself in the evening? Why did the cook get
angry with her mistress?

The bear looked sorry for himself because he had been waiting the entire day for
the return of his mistress. However, when his mistress ret urned she did not have any
love, but anger in her eyes.

The cook got angry with the mistress because the cook t hought that the mistress was

unduly scolding the bear.
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| Discuss the following topics in groups I

Most people keep dogs and cats as pets. Can you think of some unusual pets that

people keep?
Some people love to keep tortoise as pets. We have seen fish being kept in aquariums

as pets. Certain others keep rats as their pets.

. The second bear did not attack the lady because he was afraid of her. Do you

agree?

The bears are vegetarians, if given achance. |t is possible that the second bear did
not intend to harm the lady.
Despit e being badly hit by the lady, the second bear waited for some time, opened his
big mout h so as t o say somet hing and t hen went t he same old way, from where he had

come.

Chapter Practice ]

[ Very Short Answer Type Questions j

. What was against the law of nature?

Bear climbing trees was against the law of nature.

. Why could the bear not resist the temptation to climb the trees?

The bear was badly tempted to eat apples from the apple orchard. | n his desire to

have apples the bear was unable toresist the temptationto climb the trees.

. When does a bear get ill- tempered?

A bear, like a dog, get s ill-temper ed when kept in chains for along time.
Where did the lady’s sister live?
The mistress’s sister lived in a solitary house on t he ot her side of the mount ain-lake.

It was an hour’s walk fromthe dense forest.
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5. Whom all was the bear friendly with?

The bear was friendly with the dogs and horses that lived in his mistress’s house.
He also loved to play with the children and amicably looked at the cattle grazinginthe

fields.

1.

[ Short Answer Type Questions I

Why was the bear put on chain on Sundays?

The bear was put on chain on Sundays for his own good. It was not good for himto
wander inthe forest.
It was dif ficult for his mistress to take himto her sister’s house, whom she

visit ed every Sunday.

. Whom is this pet bear constantly compared to?

This pet bear is constantly compared to a dog. He ate t he same food as the dogs ate.
He resigned himself tothe orders of his mistress, like a good dog usually does. On being

chained for along time, like a dog, the bear gets ill-temper ed.

. What reward did the bear get on being good in the absence of his mistress?

The bear had now got used to being chained on Sundays. So, he accepted it wit hout
any protest.
His mistress tapped on his head and promised him an apple as areward if on her

return she f ound him t o have behaved well.

[ Long Answer Type Questions j

. Was the lady mistaken in identifying the bear she met in the forest?

Fromthe story, it appears that the lady was mist aken inidentif ying t he bear she
met inthe forest. She, herself, as always had chained her pet bear.
The bear the lady met inthe forest looked at the lady with cunning eyes. The mistress’s
pet bear looked at everyone in an amicable way.
Also, the lady got furious because she thought that her pet bear had lost his new collar.

I nreality, the lady was mistaken in under st anding t hat t his was not her pet bear.
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2. Why did the old cook defend the bear?
On hearing her mistress shout at the bear, the old cook becomes angry with the
mistress and come to the bear’s rescue.
Also, she knew that the bear had not moved from his place t he entire day and had
behaved really well in his mistress’s absence.
The bear had been longing t o play with her mistress and t heref ore, he kept looking

towards the gate for his mistresstoreturn.
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